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F OR a confirmation that the plagues to 
be inflicted on the Papiſts by the wit- 
neſſes, Rev. x1. 6. means nothing more than 
their denouncing or proclaiming the heavy 
judgments they ſuffer from their continuance 
in the corrupt Church of Rome, take the 
following explication of Iſaiah, chap. vi. 
What I ſhall lay down as. the foundation of 
it is, that what Iſaiah ſaw and tranſacted in 
a viſion, and declared to the Jews of his age, 
was to be more fully and properly accom- 

"WY pliſhed 
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pliſhed by the converted Gentiles at the 
preaching of the Goſpel-: and this I ſhall en- 
deavour to demonſtrate, by examining and 
painting it out in the ſeveral particulars. 
What then Iſaiah ſays, He ſaw, in ver. r. 
(which was in a viſion) the Lord fitting upon 
2 @ throne, high and lifted up, and his train filled 
| the earth; this the converted Gentiles have 
ſeen in fact, viz. Our bleſſed Lord erecting 
a great and glorious kingdom on earth, which 
is extending, and will extend itſelf to its 


utmoſt boundaries, when it will ſhine forth 


in its greateſt beauty and perfection, in the 
beauty of holineſs *. The Seraphim attend- 

ing him; &c. was only to inculcate, that all 
_ thoſe things, which were exhibited in the 
Temple, in types and figures under the Mo- 


ſaical diſpenſation, ſhould be brought to 


light and receive their due accompliſhment, 
under the diſpenſation of the Goſpel. The 
moving of the poſts of the door was an in- 
dication, that this diſpenſation was not to 
continue, but ſhould give way to the other ; 

and the Whoie carth 0 full of his glory, 


and 
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and the houſe filled with ſmoke, was alſo in- 


tended to ſignify, that as the one was neceſ- 
farily attended with darkneſs, ſo in the other 


ſhould ſpring forth light and glory. 
As to the exclamation he makes, ver. 5. 
Wo is me, for I am undone, becauſe J am a 


man of unclean lips, and I dwell in the midſt of 


a people of unclean lips ; for mine eyes have ſeen- 


the King, the Lord of Hoſts : this alludes to 
what had been inculcated under the moſt 
early diſpenſations, that it was death for man, 
in his preſent ſinful condition, to appear 


before the Lord. The great defign and in- 


tent of them, being to make men ſenſible of 
the great heinouſneſs and odiouſneſs of ſin; 

a it was of the Goſpel, when this was done, 

to ſhew how mild and gracious God would 
be to them, if they would but turn from the 
evil of their ways. However, that God 
would not deal ſo ſeverely with them, might 


be inferred from his appearing to ſeveral of 


his ſervants without hurting them; upon 


which they make that exclamation, I have 


ken God and live. And though Iſaiah was 
a ſinner, as the beſt men are, yet he had leſs 
3 reaſon 
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reaſon to fear this than many others, as he 
had long enjoyed the means of ſanctification 


which were afforded the Church in his time, 


and, no doubt, made a good uſe. of them: 


but all this might well be ſaid by the Gentiles, 


upon whom the power of original corrup- 


tion for their forſaking the worſhip and 


ſervice of the true God was ſuffered to pre- 
dominate, and who, at the preaching of the 
Goſpel, according to the deſcriptions given 
of them by St. Peter and St. Paul, were 
wallowing in all the moſt ſhameful and 
abominable vices . Tillotſon, in his Diſ- 


cqurie on 1 John iv. 9. well argues: If an 


intimation hgd been given to men at that 


time, that God was going to ſend. his Son 


into the world upon ſome great deſign, be- 


ing conſcious of their great wickedneſs, they 


might naturally have expected it would have 
been to puniſh and deſtroy them; and been 
greatly ſurpriſed to hear the gracious intent 
of it was, that they might live through him . 
Befides which, though the Jews were greatly 
corrupt in Ifaiah's time, yet in the true 

mean- 


* Pet, iv. 3. Rom, i. 24, 25. + Till. Vol. II. p. 223. 
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meaning of the expreſſions, the Gentiles were 
people of unclean lips, i. e. of falſe religions 
and profeſſions, and dwelt amidſt people of 
unclean lips, 1. e. of falſe religions or pro- 
feſſions. 

Ver. 6 and 7. Then flew one of the ſera- 
phims unto me, having a live coal in his hand, 
which he had taken with the tongs from off the 
altar, and he laid it upon my mouth, and ſaid, 
Lo, this hath touched thy lips, and thine iniquity 
is taken away, and thy fin is purged, All this 
is certainly figurative, and it is a figure of 
the Gentiles, of whom Iſaiah is made a type 
throughout this whole viſion being ſancti- 
fied and qualified for the following office by 
the plentiful effuſion of the Holy Spirit upon 
the Chriſtian Church, in conſideration of the 
perfect obedience performed, and the pre- 
cious ſacrifice offered up for it by the Son of 
God. Matt. iii. 11. Acts ii. 3. 33. Ver.-8. 
Alſo T heard the voice of the Lord, ſaying, Whom 
ſhall T ſend, and who ſhall go for us? As the 
Jews were very corrupt at- that time, God 
might with ſome propriety be repreſented as 
ſeeking out one amongſt them to pronounce 

| his 


his judgments upon them; but there wil! 1 2 


appear much greater energy in the whole, if Ne 
we conſider it as referring to that period, b 
when the Jews, from rejecting his Son, were a 


rejected from being his people; as he was f 
then under a kind of neceſſity of looking out t 
for ſome from other nations and people for 

this purpoſe. Now the reply Iſaiah makes. — t 
Here am I, ſend me, —expreſſes the great readi. l 
neſs with which a number of Gentiles ſhould it 


embrace the call. tl 
The judgment to be pronounced upon the W 
Jews next follows, ver. 9, 10. Go and tell gl 


this people, Nur ye indeed, but underſtand nt; W 
and ſee ye indeed, but percerve not. Make the U 
heart of this people fat, and make their ears 0! 
heavy, and ſhut their eyes : leſt they ſee 191th ut 
their eyes, and hear with their ears, and under- fa 
and with their heart,and convert, and be healed: Mm 
by which 1s plainly underſtood, - that great be 
blindneſs which has now befallen them, to th 
the many ſtrong evidences contained in their to 
own ſacred writings, the Law and the Pro- Oy 
phets, that our bleſſed Jeſus was the true la 
n Meſſiah; and their great perverſe- 


nels 


E 


neſs in not attending to them, when they 
are pointed out to them, from the groſs and 
carnal notions they have taken up of his 
being a great temporal prince and deliverer; 
all which, we Chriſtians make no ſcruple of 
frequently declaring and pronouncing upon 
them. 

The next thing to be conſidered is, the 
time that this judgment 1s to continue upon 
them, and the convert Gentiles to proclaim 
it Lord, how long? And this is to be, while 
they are ſuffering thoſe ſevere puniſhments 
which were to be ſent upon them for their 
great crime in rejecting the Meſſiah. For 
what is implied in the words following 
Until the cities be waſted without inhabitant, 
ond the houſes without man, and the land be 
utterly deſolate, and the Lord have removed men 
far away, and there be a great forſaking in the 
midſft of the Iand—1s, they ſhall in this period 
be driven from their head city and country, fo 
that ſcarce a man of them ſhall be permitted 
to dwell in them; and they ſhall be ſcattered 
over all the moſt diſtant nations, and their 
land ſhall lay in that deſolate, barren, un- 
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cultivated ſtate we now find it ; ſo that ſome 


have called in queſtion, how it could ever have 


been a land flowing with milk and honey, 
the glory of all lands, as Moſes deſcribes it: 
and in St. Luke xx1. 24. we are told, Jeru. 


falem ſhall be trodden down of the Gentile, 


until the times of the Gentiles be fulfilled, 1. e. 
till that period ſhall be accompliſhed, that 
the Gentiles will be the ſelect people of God 
in contradiſtinction to the Jews. At this 
time they will recollect themſelves, and by 
comparing the prophecies and events, be fully 
convinced of their fault, and turn unto the 
Lord; and then he will moſt graciouſly de- 
liver them from all their calamities: but be- 
fore this period neither will they be convert. 
ed, neither will the Lord heal them. And 
in the words of the laſt verſe—But yet it 
ſhall be a tenth, and it ſball return, and ſhall le 
eaten; as a teil-tree, and as an oak whoſe ſub- 
ſtance is in them, when they caſt their leave: 
fo the holy ſeed ſhall be in the ſubſtance thereof 
Conformable to many other prophecies of 
the like nature, which after they have fore- 
told the many calamities which ſhould befal 

the 
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the Jewiſh people, conclude with a promiſe 
of a gracious reſtoration, an aſſurance. is 
afforded them, that though they ſhall un- 
dergo many maſſacres and perſecutions, and 
numbers of them be cut off, yet a remnant 
of them ſhall be preſerved, and ſhall return, 
and ſhall again perform an acceptable wor- 
ſhip; for as from an elm or an oak, which 
has been much lopped, new branches are 
produced, ſo from them ſhall ſpring forth 
once more, a great, flouriſhing, and favoured 
people. 

I ſhall now add a few words, by way of 
ſhewing the ſimilitude betwixt what is here 
ſaid of the converted Gentiles pronouncing 
this judgment upon the Jews, and the inflic- 
tion of the puniſhments upon the Papiſts by 
the witneſſes, Rev. xi. 6. The terms made 
uſe of in both are ſuch, as would at firſt in- 
duce one to believe, that the Gentiles and 
witneſſes were to be the cauſes of them: 
whereas they are none other, but ſuch as 
they have brought upon themſelves, and the 


juſt judgment of God hath permitted to be- | 


fall them. 
B 2 The 
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The next thing obſervable is, the time in 
which they are both to continue doing it, 
Now, as it 1s pretty clear this judgment is to 
continue upon the Jews during the whole 
time of their preſent diſperſion, ſo it is no 
leſs evident the Gentile converts will be pro- 
nouncing it upon them all this time. It 
may likewiſe appear very clear from what is 
ſaid of the witneſſes, that the infliction of 
the puniſhments on the Papiſts, whatever is 
meant by it, they ſhall continue doing dur- 
ing the whole time of their prophecy, which 
is co- equal with the tyranny and corruption 
of the Church of Rome. For as we read, 
in ver. 3. God's two prophets, or a fuccel- 
ſion of preachers, who ſhould oppoſe the 
errors and corruptions of the Church of 
Rome, ſhall propheſy a thouſand, two hun- 
dred and threeſcore days, 1. e. years, accord- 
ing to the prophetic idiom: juſt ſo long, we 
-are told in many places, the Papal tyranny 
ſhall continue. In the verſe before it 1s 
ſaid, the holy city ſhall be trode under foot, 
1. e. if we refer it to this event, as I imagine 
was intended, the Chriſtian Church ſhall be 
trampled upon, or tyrannized over, forty and 
Iwo 
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3 
two months, the very ſame length of time. 
In verſes 4 and 5. we are told in what 
eſteem the witneſſes were to be held by God; 
and as in what follows ver. 6. is only the 
relation of a particular event, that ſhall be- 
fall ſome of them that ſtill continue within 
the pale of that Church towards the end, 
when they have near finiſhed their teſtimony: 
ſo what is ſaid in ver. 6. of the infliction of 
the puniſhments, muſt mean what they ſhall 
be doing in the execution of their office 
during the whole time of their prophecy, 
Now this may afford an additional argu- 
ment, that all that is meant by it is, their 
doing to the Papiſts what the convert Gen- 
tiles are here commiſſioned to do to the Jews, 
the declaring or proclaiming thoſe judgments 
which have been brought upon them for their 
continuance in the corrupt Church of Rome. 
Thus the turning the waters to blood, as I 
have explained it in another tract, declaring 
they were excited to that enthuſiaſtic war 
againſt the infidels in the Holy Land, that 
they themſelves, as they had been guilty of 
great idolatries and corruptions of the true 
Religion, might moſtly periſh ; or becauſe 
when 
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when they had been ſeverely chaſtiſed by the 
irruption of that fierce nation into Europe, 
they repented not of their murders, nor of 
their ſorceries, nor of their thefts, ix. 21. 
And that the Papaliſts and Imperialiſts were 
moved to that bloody conteſt betwixt them- 
ſelves, that they might execute the ſame cru- 
elties on each other, they had before execut- 
ed on the faithful ſervants of God, and 
ſhed one another's blood for the blood they 
had ſhed of theirs.— 80 again, by their ſhut- 
ting up the Heavens that it rain not, their 
being debarred the uſe of the Scriptures, ſo 
abſolutely neceſſary for their growth and 
improvement in all Chriſtian - graces and 
virtues. This 1s ſomewhat ſimilar to the 
blindneſs of the Jews; for as the one have 
ſacred writings which they will not make uſe 
of, having eyes and ſee not; ſo the other are 
not permitted to make uſe of theirs : and as 
this will moſt likely continue in the Church 
of Rome, more or leſs, the whole time of its 
tyranny, hence the Prophets are ſaid to have 

power to ſhut the Heavens that it rain not, 
or to pronounce this judgment upon them 
in the days, or during the whole time of 
their prophecy. That by reſtraining the 
= Heavens 
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Heavens from rain, is meant the debarring 
the people the. uſe of their ſacred writings, 
may be further confirmed by ſimilar ex- 
preſſions in this Prophet. In chap. v. ver. . 
God is repreſented comparing his Church to 
* a vineyard, which had not anſwered the care 
he had beſtowed upon it: and therefore, by 
way of puniſhment, he threats he will com- 
mand the clouds that they rain no rain upon 
it; which, ſtript of the figure, muſt mean, he 
would prevent their receiving thoſe inſtruc- 
tions which their law and ordinances were 
inſtituted to convey to them, by giving them 
| up to falſe teachers, and the like. So again, 
in the Ode of Thankſgiving to be uſed by 
the Jews on their deliverance from all their 
captivities and calamities, their converſion to 
Chriſtianity, and being admitted to partake 
of the ſalutary doctrines of the Goſpel, is 
expreſſed in theſe words: hat with joy they 
ſhall draw water out of the wells of ſalvation, 
Ifat. x11. 3. 

And of the ſame import I take td be thoſe 
expreſſions in St. John vu. 38. He that be- 
lieveth on me, out of his belly ſhall flow rivers of 
living water; 1. e. he that believed Jeſus to 

be 


be the great Prophet that was to come into 
the world, and fo ſhould embrace his doc- 
trines, after having maturely weighed. and 
conſidered them, ſhould himſelf become an 
inſtrument of ſpreading them far and wide 
amongſt others . Neither is any objection 
to be made to this from the words which 
follow in the next verſe. But this ſbake TFeſus 
of the Spirit, hich they thai believe on him ſhould 
receive: for we know how greatly tlie Apo- 
ſtles [themſelves were aſſiſted by it in this 
work, and accordingly our Lord bid them not 
enter upon the execution of it immediately 
upon his aſcenſion into Heaven, but to wait 
til they had received the power of the Holy 
Ghoſt, Acts i. 4. 8. The ſpreading of the 
Goſpel, and its beneficial efficacy in recover- 
ing the world from the corruptions of their 
falſe religions, where it does not meet with 
ſuch as corrupt it themſelyes, is alſo elegantly 
deſcribed under the image of an one 
river, by the Prophet Ezekiel, xlvi. 1—17. 


* Compate Prov. x. 11. 
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